[Phase II study of epirubicin on gastric cancer--a cooperative study of the Tokai Cancer Chemotherapy Group].
A phase II study of epirubicin, a new anthracycline derivative, was performed in 23 patients with advanced gastric cancer. Epirubicin was administered intravenously at a dose of 20-30 mg/m2/day for two or three consecutive days every two or three weeks. Sixteen cases were evaluable and there were two partial responses and one minor response. Overall response rate (more than PR) was 12.5% (2/16). Leukopenia (less than 4,000/mm3) and anemia (less than 11.0 g/dl) were observed in 71.4% and 69.2% of patients, respectively. No thrombocytopenia was observed. Other toxicities were alopecia (71.4%), nausea and vomiting (42.9%), anorexia (25.0%), stomatitis (12.5%), fatigue (12.5%), fever (6.3%) and tachycardia (6.3%), but these effects were relatively mild in most cases.